Some “Notre Dame” Prayers
To be in mission:
God and gracious God, just as Saint Julie followed your light and your call for her Sisters to carry your light where ever they went; you invite us to follow your light on our journey.  Help us to continue to open our minds and hearts to your Light that we may truly have hearts as “wide as the universe”.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.

(from February 2, 2007 NDVS prayer service)
To the Sacred Heart:

Sacred Heart of Jesus, we consecrate ourselves to you.  Bless our families, our community, our undertakings.  Grant us the grace to accomplish our duties as perfectly as possible.  Give us peace and confidence, console us in our troubles and grant that we may love You always more and more.  Amen.

Collect from the Mass of Saint Julie:

Almighty and eternal God, you called St. Julie Billiart to respond joyfully to the love of your crucified Son in dedicating herself to the education of the poor.  Grant that her prayer and example may inspire us to respond with love to His Cross, in serving the needs of others with true goodness of heart.  Amen.

A Prayer of Intercession:

“Our Lord said, “Go teach all nations;” so our zeal ought to be wider than the universe.” (Saint Julie’s Word for December 16)
In silence we lift up the prayers of our hearts for our world:  for peace, for the healing of the earth, for an end to violence, for all the needs of our world (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.

“In Jesus Christ we are all one nation though we may come from different countries and different grades of society.”  (Saint Julie’s Word for January 22)

In silence we lift up the prayers of our hearts for the peoples of our world:  for those in need of healing, for those suffering from hunger, oppression, injustice, for those who have lost loved ones (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.

“Many times the Bishop of Ghent said to me, ‘Mere Julie, it is your vocation to go anywhere in the world; you are not made to stay only in one diocese.’" (Saint Julie’s Word for October 27)
In silence we lift up prayers of gratitude for all the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who have—and who continue to live Saint Julie’s charism and vision; and for Notre Dame co-workers and Associates around the world who also share the charism and mission of Notre Dame (pause)  we pray:  Good God, hear us.

“There must be nothing little among us; we must have the hearts of Apostles.”  (Saint Julie’s Word for June 17)
In silence we lift up prayers of gratitude for the teachers and staff of our school as they continue to make God’s goodness known to us (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.

“Patience, the good God has His plans; let us follow them with all our hearts.”  (Saint Julie’s Word for March 20)
In silence we lift up prayers for each other that all of us may continue to grow in grace and wisdom as we seek to share our giftedness and uniqueness with each other (pause) we pray:  Good God hear us.
(from February 2, 2007 NDVS prayer service)

Prayer for courage:

Dear God, courage is a word usually reserved for heroic deeds.  Some courageous people even sacrifice their very lives.  My sacrifices are such little ones in comparison.  But it seems, God, that you keep asking them of me moment by moment, one at a time.  It never seems to stop!  I know that you know so well the exact measure of my strength and will never ask for more than I can give.  Grant me through the intercession of St. Julie Billiart, the faith and courage which helped her always to walk in the footsteps of your son, Jesus.  Amen.

A Psalm of God’s Goodness 

All:  Taste and see the goodness of God.

1.  I will bless our God always; raise will continually be on my lips!  My soul will boast about God—let the oppressed hear it and be glad!  

All:  Taste and see the goodness of God.

2.  Glorify God with me, and let us exalt God’s Name together!  I sought God, who answered me and freed me from all my fears.

All:  Taste and see the goodness of God.

3.  Those who look to God are radiant, and their faces are never covered with same.  The poor called out; our God heard and saved them from all their troubles.

All:  Taste and see the goodness of God.

4.  The angel of our God encamps around those who revere God, and rescues them.  Taste and see how God our God is!  Happiness comes to those who take refuge in our God.

All:  Taste and see the goodness of God.

To Saint Julie:

1.  Dear Saint Julie,

God blessed you with humility and wisdom in the midst of struggle and misunderstanding.

Through you many came to know God’s love and concern.

Through your intercession, may all threatened by revolutions and political unrest know the peace the world cannot give.

Through your intercession, may all those who are injured and physically disabled receive courage.

Through your intercession, may all who suffer misunderstanding as they follow the guidance of the Spirit know comfort.

Help us all to use our gifts of nature and grace for God’s glory.

We ask this in the name of Jesus and his mother, Mary.  Amen.




(from p. 112 In Spite of the Fog, by Sr. Jane Hughes SNDdeN)

2.  Saint Julie, through your great devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, you were miraculously cured and favored by many graces.  By your powerful intercession, obtain for us above all, great trust in God in all the difficulties of life, the strength to accomplish in all things the adorable Will of God and the special grace we now ardently ask of you….  Amen.
3.  Saint Julie, lover of the Heart of Jesus, teach us to grow in that love of God which made your heart as wide as the world and gave you the courage and vision to spread the Gospel of Jesus to the ends of the Earth.  We ask this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
4.  Litany to Saint Julie:
Lord, have mercy on us.
 Christ, have mercy on us.  Lord, have mercy on us.

Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us.

God the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.

Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us.

Saint Joseph, pray for us.

Saint Julie, pray for us.

Saint Julie, faithful disciple of the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

Saint Julie, miraculously cured by the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

Saint Julie, whose habitual dwelling was the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

Saint Julie, devoted to the glory of the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

Saint Julie, lover of the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

Saint Julie, whose Institute had its birth in the Heart of Jesus, pray for us.

V.  Pray for us, O Saint Julie,

R.  That the Divine Heart of Jesus may grant our requests.  Amen.

5.  Saint Julie, just as the sunflower keeps its face turned toward the sun, you always kept your heart and mind turned toward God.  You showed your deep love for God in prayer and action.  Even in great sufferings and trials you used to repeat, “How good God is!”  And you meant it.  

Ask God to give me strong faith, Saint Julie.  Help me to see his goodness in my life.  I want to be like you.  I want to spread the news of God’s goodness and love for us wherever and however I can.  I look forward to meeting you in heaven, where we’ll enjoy this love and God’s presence forever!  Pray for me, Saint Julie.  Amen.

