COMPONENTS FOR A PRAYER SERVICE FOR FEBRUARY 2nd

Introduction:
Good morning everyone. I am happy to be the one introducing this special celebration today in honor of the 205th anniversary of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

We have all listened to the story about Marie Rose Julie Billiart, the little girl born on July 12, 1751 in the small village of Cuvilly, France. Everyone called her Julie.

We remember how she loved her parents and her brother and sister, and how she loved to play school, teaching others about the Good God.

When Julie grew up she lost the power to walk. After being paralyzed for 22 years she was cured. God had great work for her to do and she needed to be able to walk to do it!

In 1804 Julie founded an order of religious sisters that she named Sisters of Notre Dame. She started many schools in many p1aces. She knew her sisters were to go all over the world teaching about God’s Goodness.

Some people disagreed with her. But she was brave and trusted in God and went on opening schools wherever she could. Her constant companion in this work was her friend, Francoise Blin de Bourdon. Francoise was also a Sister of Notre Dame. She was known as Sister St. Joseph.

Julie died in 1816 but her vision of her sisters, with hearts wide as the world, continues today. June 22, 1969 Julie was canonized, Saint Julie.  Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur serve in every part of the world. They wear a special cross which says “How Good is the Good God”.

Presentation of Symbols:

As we bring our chosen symbols forward and are reminded of the deeper meaning that each one represents, let us together give thanks for the Notre Dame Legacy passed on to all of us by Saint Julie and Francoise, cofoundress, of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. We also prayerfully remember our past and present sisters and associates of Notre Dame, their coworkers, benefactors, students, families and friends throughout the world as we sing:

All Sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

The Cross:

The cross now being carried forth is the sign of our salvation. In Julie’s vision at Compiegne, it was at the foot of the cross that she beheld a vision of the sisters who would join her in a Congregation marked by the cross. Today, the Sisters of Notre Dame all over the world are recognized by the cross they wear signifying Notre Dame’s identification with the cross of Christ. May this sign always remind us to be grateful for God’s gift of His Son Jesus and the renewed life that he obtained for us by His death on the cross. Together, let us sing:

All Sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

The Candle:

On this special day, this “Feast of Light”, we bring forth a candle to remind us that we are all called to be “Children of the Light”. Baptized into Christ, we share in the mission of the Church and of Notre Dame as we reach out together to dispel the darkness of poverty, injustice, racism, war and indifference. We thank God for the “Light” that calls us out of darkness as we sing:

All Sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

The World Globe:

As an international congregation, the Sisters of Notre Dame serve in many parts of the world. As the globe, a symbol of the world is carried forth; we remember that we are connected with the extended family of Notre Dame in North America, South America, Europe, Africa and Asia. We pray in thanksgiving for Notre Dame’s global perspective which invites us to share all that we have and are with our brothers and sisters throughout the world.  Mindful of God’s presence in all of creation, let us sing:

All Sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

The Sunflower:

The sunflower was a familiar sight in Julie’s day. Whether in the fields, at work or at play, she would use a simple sunflower to help raise hearts and minds to God. As sunflowers are carried forth, we recall Julie’s words to those whom she instructed: “As the sunflower follows every movement of the sun, always keep your eyes turned toward the Good God.” We pray that we may continue to seek God in all things as we sing:

All Sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

Books:

(Ideals of Saint Julie, Letters of St. Julie, Chapter Acts, our mission documents, books or signs signifying each ministry)

As an apostolic congregation of religious women with “Hearts as wide as the World”, the Sisters of Notre Dame share their mission of evangelization with many. Their apostolate of education is expressed in diverse ministries, such as catechesis, formal education, health care, pastoral work, prison ministry and community-development. As some reminders of these varied works are brought forth, let us pray that all of us will continue now and in the future, to live the gospel values that embrace the poor in the most abandoned places. Let us acknowledge our trust in God as we sing:

All sing: God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, Oh so good to us.

Reading:

Wouldn’t you like to know what Saint Julie would want to say to us today as we celebrate the 205th Anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur?

Let’s pretend that she has sent us an e-mail in the form of a letter by way of AOL — Angels — On — Line.

She greets us in this way:

My dear sisters, associates, teachers, coworkers, students and friends,

It fills my spirit with joy to know that you are all gathered together in the heart of our good Jesus. The heavenly choirs of angels join Francoise and I as we, with you, sing out our favorite Notre Dame refrain: “Ah! Qu’il est bon, le bon Dieu”, Oh! How good is the good God!”

When I reflect on Notre Dame’s humble beginnings in France and Belgium, amidst religious, political and social unrest, I am more and more convinced that the mission of Notre Dame continues today because of our deep and enduring trust in the goodness and providence of God. All that we accomplish in my lifetime was accomplished in, through and by our good and loving God.

From the very early days of formation in the religious life, our sisters have been called to respond to the needs of their time: to educate, to care for the poor, to spread God’s holy word.

Today, I rejoice with all of you that God has blessed the work of Notre Dame. In 200 years, the seed of God’s goodness has taken root far beyond my wildest dreams. It not only embraces Europe, but continues to spread to North America, Central America, South America, Africa and Asia.

You have all been a part of our mission. As I look at your lives, and what you continue to do to make known the goodness of God, I cannot help but have great hope for a vibrant Notre Dame future.

Lastly, I encourage you to pray for people all over the world, that like you, they may come to know God’s love, peace and joy. Above all, remember that you are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus, to live the good life, a life that is holy as God is holy.

Until we meet again, in the heart of our good Jesus, I remain your faithful and devoted friend,

Saint Julie

Petitions: 

For the people of Belgium, England, France, Italy and Scotland and for the Sisters who minister to them that the legacy of St. Julie and Francoise will endure, we pray…

For the people of Brazil, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua and Peru and the Sisters who minister to them that the legacy of St. Julie and Francoise will inspire economic justice for all, we pray…

For the people of Japan and the Sisters who minister to them that the legacy of St. Julie and Francoise will support educational opportunities for young women, we pray…

For the people of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa and Zimbabwe and the Sisters who minister to them that the legacy of St. Julie and Francoise will encourage respect for the dignity of each person, we pray…

For the people of the United States and the Sisters who minister to them that the legacy of St. Julie and Francoise will provide the courage to work for social justice, we pray…

 Taken from 2004 prayer service by Sr. Marcia Billings, SNDdeN
